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Variation to the Course Information Document 

For Academic Year 2021/22 
  

Name of programme(s) and award type(s):  
(such as Single Honours History with 
International Year) 

Paramedic Science – Single Honours Integrated Masters (MSci) 

Dear students, 

As part of our commitment to continually work to improve our programmes we are confirming in this document 
the changes to your programme in the Academic Year 2021/22. We are planning for campus to be fully 
operational in 2021/22, which offers the clear prospect of a fuller and more 'normal' campus experience and will 
be ready to react to any further national restrictions or government guidance, as necessary. More general 
information about what studying at the University will be like in 2021/22 can be found 
here: https://www.keele.ac.uk/coronavirus/operations/. 

Specific planned changes 

How the programme will be taught 
(include any significant changes to the 
balance between on campus and 
digital delivery and what students can 
expect) 

Students can expect a mixture of:   

• scheduled live teaching – on-campus, and in some cases 
online, involving whole group and small group teaching;   

• use of online resources, including pre-recorded resources, 
tasks and reading;  

• collaborative work with others, either in-person or online.   

Changes to the balance of on-campus and on-line may be necessary 
depending on circumstances. 

Although this document provides some information about our 
approach for the coming year, our main ways of communicating 
with students will be via regular updates from the Director of 
Programme, the programme delivery team and introductory 
sessions at the start of the year. We will use these routes to go into 
much more detail with how we are planning to deliver the course. 
Our priority is to support student learning and ensure that you are 
ready for work as a registered paramedic (following successful 
registration with the HCPC) on graduating.  

Year 1 

The first year of the programme will comprise a balance between in 
situ and remote teaching. In situ activities will focus on those that 
require access to specialist equipment (Laboratories), facilities 
(Anatomy), clinical skills training and clinical simulation that cannot 
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be effectively delivered remotely. Meaningful, small group seminars 
and group work tasks will also be facilitated to be delivered via a 
blended approach of both in-situ and remote learning dependent on 
the subject area. These sessions will all be supported with additional 
online resources. The remote learning activities consist of both 
synchronously (Problem Based Learning, Experiential Learning, 
Wrap-ups, Ask the Expert, Workshops) and asynchronously 
(Lectures and Plenary sessions) delivered materials. 

Students will typically have two to three in situ activities each week 
which may increase or decrease dependent on the module content. 

2. Year 2 and onwards 

More in situ clinical opportunities will be made available to students 
as these open up gradually. 

Online teaching will continue for sessions that do not require the 
physical presence of students if social distancing requirements 
continue to be a requirement as per Government legislation. 

It is hoped from year 3 onwards normal delivery of the programme 
will be in place. ‘Normal’ delivery will continue to make use a 
blended learning approach due to the advantages to learning for 
certain aspects of the paramedic curriculum and the original design 
of the programme and modules. 

Changes to placements, field courses 
or other practical activities (where 
applicable) 

Clinical Practice Placements will commence as per the programme 
structure. However, if local or national resurgence of COVID-19 
impacts on the NHS and health systems of the UK placements may 
restricted by the placement provider. 

We will be working closely with all placement providers to make 
sure any concerns for placement capacity are identified at an early 
stage and resolutions can be found. The programme has dedicated 
hours for Simulation-based education which provides students with 
exposure to simulated patients to develop and maintain clinical 
competence and confidence. 

How the programme will be assessed 
(a general summary of changes to 
assessment methods) 

Our approach to assessments reflects the likely impacts of Covid-19 
during the coming year. Where possible assessments will be in situ 
but if needed, they will be conducted remotely. This being the first 
year of the programme there will be ongoing evaluation of 
assessment methods. Any changes to assessments will follow the 
University’s internal Quality Assurance processes and the HCPC 
Major change process. 

 

 
 


